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To  the  Chairman  and  Members, 

Health  Committee  of  Abergele  U.D.C. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  report  on  the  health 
of  the  Urban  District  of  Abergele  for  the  year  1969. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population  as  at  mid- 
1969  is  11,520,  which  is  an  increase  of  200  over  the  estimated 
population  of  the  mid-year  1968.  The  number  of  live  births  occur- 
ring in  the  district  during  the  year  was  179,  whilst  the  number  of 
deaths  registered  was  203.  This  is  a natural  decrease  in  the  popula- 
tion of  24,  so  therefore  if  the  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the 
population  is  accepted,  it  would  indicate  that  224  persons  migrated 
into  the  area  during  the  year.  The  corrected  birth  rate  of  29.1 
approximates  to  the  rate  recorded  in  1968,  when  it  stood  at  30.08, 
whilst  the  corrected  death  rate  of  8.6  varies  marginally  from  the 
death  rate  of  1968,  when  it  stood  at  8.88.  The  infant  mortality  rate 
at  17  per  1,000  live  births  is  slightly  higher  than  in  1968,  when  it 
stood  at  16.6.  The  infant  mortality  rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  18 
per  1,000  live  births.  The  neo-natal  mortality  rate,  i.e. , deaths 
under  4 weeks  per  1,000  births,  is  11,  which  is  lower  than  the 
previous  year,  when  it  stood  at  16.  The  national  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  is  12.  The  illegitimate  birth  rate  (per  cent,  of  live  births) 
is  high  at  11.  The  figure  for  England  and  Wales  is  8.  Whilst  a small 
proportion  of  illegitimate  children  are  born  of  relatively  stable  co- 
habitations, the  majority,  unfortunately  must  suffer  certain  adverse 
environmental  conditions,  as  despite  the  comprehensive  social  ser- 
vices which  now  exist  to  protect  the  mother  and  child,  the  illegiti- 
mate child  still  remains  more  vulnerable  than  the  child  born  of  a 
marriage  partnership.  Whilst  the  illegitimacy  rate  has  been  rising 
nationally  during  the  past  five  years,  the  number  of  illegitimate 
births  relative  to  the  size  of  the  population  in  certain  areas  of  the 
North  Wales  Coast  has  for  the  past  two  or  three  years  far  exceeded 
the  national  figure.  The  reason  for  this  and  more  important  the 
remedy,  are  complex  social  and  moral  problems  which  are  beyond 
the  scope  of  this  report.  However,  Local  Authorities  must  be  aware 
of  this  vulnerable  group  within  their  population  and  give  considera- 
tion to  what  facilities  they  can  provide  to  support  both  mother  and 
child.  Every  effort  is  made  by  the  Health  Department  to  induce 
the  mothers  of  fatherless  children  to  attend  the  Child  Health  Clinics, 
where  not  only  the  progress  of  the  child  can  be  carefully  watched, 
but  advice  and  support  can  be  given  to  the  mother. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL  HEALTH. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

19  infectious  diseases  were  notified  during  the  year,  including 
5 cases  of  food  poisoning.  4 of  these  cases  were  confirmed  bacter- 
iologically  and  all  were  fully  investigated  by  officers  of  the  Health 
Department.  In  all  but  one  case,  which  was  not  confirmed  bacter- 
iologically,  the  evidence  pointed  to  the  infection  being  contracted 
not  within  the  district.  2 persons  were  visitors  from  the  Midlands 
and  undoubtedly  were  incubating  the  disease  on  their  arrival  in 
Abergele.  One  case  of  Brucellosis  was  notified  as  occurring  in  a 
male  aged  44,  but  on  investigation  this  appeared  to  be  an  exacer- 
bation of  the  disease,  the  patient  incurring  his  primary  infection 
some  twelve  months  previously.  I am  aware  that  the  Council  share 
my  concern  in  respect  of  the  incidence  of  Brucellosis.  It  is  not  a 
notifiable  disease  and  this,  coupled  with  the  difficulties  in  clinical 
diagnosis  of  this  condition,  would  suggest  that  only  the  tip  of  the 
iceberg  is  showing.  Unfortunately  the  public  are  still  at  some  risk 
from  the  consumption  of  potentially  dangerous  milk  and  unless  an 
eradication  policy,  which  will  be  effective  in  a relatively  short 
period,  is  introduced,  the  number  of  sufferers  from  this  serious 
disease  will  continue  to  increase.  This  state  of  affairs  will  be  per- 
petuated whilst  it  is  legal  to  sell  infected  beasts  on  the  open  market 
and  in  my  opinion  it  is  only  when  compulsory  inspection  of  dairy 
herds,  and  in  particular  so-called  flying  herds,  is  initiated  with 
compulsory  slaughter  of  infected  animals  with  adequate  compensa- 
tion to  the  owner,  will  the  disease  be  eliminated. 

Your  Officers  during  the  year  have  made  spot  checks  in  respect 
of  the  registration  of  visitors  to  the  various  caravan  camps  within 
the  district.  Their  reports  would  indicate  that  the  scheme  is  being 
maintained  fairly  satisfactorily  and  it  would  appear  that  the  site 
owners  themselves  are  finding  advantages  in  the  procedure  which 
they  did  not  envisage  when  the  scheme  was  initiated. 

Drainage  and  Sewage. 

The  Llanddulas  and  Rhyd-y-Foel  Sewage  Scheme  was  com- 
pleted during  the  year,  which  will  greatly  improve  the  environ- 
mental standards  of  this  area.  Also  I am  pleased  to  record  the 
commencement  of  the  long  awaited  Ffynnon-y-Ddol  surface  water 
main  drainage  scheme,  the  completion  of  which  will  abate  many 
nuisances  which  have  caused  the  Council  and  its  Officers  great 
concern  over  the  years. 

I wflsh  to  thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  the  members  of  the 
Council  for  their  assistance  during  the  year,  and  also  to  Mr.  Owen 
and  Mr.  Benbow  and  my  fellow  officers  of  the  Council  for  their 
support  and  help  in  the  work  of  the  Department. 

Yours  sincerely, 

F.  P.  PEACH, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Vital  Statistics 


Area  (in  acres)  of  Urban  District 7965 

Population — 

Census  (1951)  ...  7539 

Census  (1961)  7996 

Registrar-General’s  Estimate  (mid-1969)  11520 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 4535 

Rateable  Value  £548,536 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  . £2,172 

Houses  built  by  the  Council  in  1969  27 

Houses  built  by  private  enterprise  in  1969  190 


LIVE  BIRTHS— 

Male  Female 

Total 91  88 

Legitimate 79  80 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  12  8 

STILL-BIRTHS 1 1 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  (under  1 year)— 

Total , 1 2 

Legitimate 1 2 

Illegitimate  0 0 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  (under  4 weeks) — 

Total  1 1 

Legitimate 1 1 

Illegitimate  0 0 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  (under  1 week)  ...  1 1 

DEATHS 118  85 

RATES— 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population — 

(a)  Crude 

(b)  Corrected 

Comparability  figure  for  births 


Live  Births — Ratio  of  local  adjusted  birth  rate  to 
national  rate 

Illegitimate  Birth  Rate  (per  cent,  of  live  births)  

Still-birth  rate  (per  1,000  total  births  and  still-births)  ... 


Total 

179 

159 

20 

2 


3 

3 

0 


2 

2 

0 

2 

203 


15.5 

29.1 

1.88 


1.79 

11.0 

11.0 


0 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  births) — 

Legitimate  

Illegitimate 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (Deaths  under  4 weeks  per 


1,000  births) 11 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (Deaths  under  1 week 

per  1,000  births)  H 

Peri-natal  Mortality  Rate  (still-births  and  deaths  under 
1 week  combined  per  1 ,000  total  live  and  still- 
births)   22 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate Nil 

Death  Rate — 

(a)  Crude 17-6 

(b)  Corrected 8.6 

Comparability  factor  for  deaths  0.40 

Ratio  of  local  adjusted  death  rate  to  national  rate  0.72 


The  following  table  shows  the  vital  statistics  for  the  past  eight 
years  : — 


| 1962 | 

1963 1 1964  1965 1 

1966| 

1967 

1968 

1969 

Population  

1 79301  82001  9000 

9800 

10210 

10520 

11320 

11520 

Births  

1 136| 

130 1 141 

152 

164 

166 

181 

179 

Birth  Rate  

1 17.1| 

15. 4|  15.6 

15.5 

16.06 

15.8 

16.0 

15.5 

Still-birth  

1 2| 

3|  1 

Nil 

5 

9 

3 

2 

Still-birth  Rate 

1 15.2| 

22.5  7.1 

Nil 

29.5 

51.5 

16.3 

11.0 

Infant  Deaths  ... 

1 5| 

3|  3 

2 

2 

1 

3 

3 

Infant  Mortality 

Ratel  36.71 

23 1 21.2 

13.1 

6.09 

6.0 

16.6 

17.0 

Deaths  

1 H3| 

14  5 1 149 

173 

175 

149 

209 

203 

Death  Rate  

1 18.0| 

17. 8|  16.6 

17.6 

17.1 

14.2 

18.5 

17.6 

The  ages  at  which  death  occurred 

were : 

Years 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Under  4 weeks 

1 

1 

2 

4 weeks  and  under  1 year  ... 

0 

I 

1 

1—4  ... 

0 

0 

0 

5—14  

1 

1 

2 

15—24 

2 

2 

4 

25—34  

0 

1 

1 

35—44  ...  

1 

0 

1 

45—54  

4 

5 

9 

55—64  

29 

5 

34 

65—74  

42 

18 

60 

75  and  over  

36 

51 

87 

116 


85 


201 


The  causes  of  death  at  different  periods  of  life  were  : 


Cause  of  Death 


Malignant  Neoplasm,  Oesophagus  

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine  

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Larynx  

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus  

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostate  

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms  

Diabetes  Mellitus  

Other  Endocrine,  etc.,  Diseases  

Anaemias  

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System,  etc. 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease  

Hypertensive  Disease  

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

Other  forms  of  Heart  Disease  

Cerebrovascular  Disease  

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

Influenza  

Pneumonia  

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  


X 

0> 

C/1 

Total  all  ages 

Under  4 weeks 

« 

a 

> 

u 

a 

X 

c 

X 

c 

03 

</l 

03 

03 

> 

Ages 

s 

<u 

>, 

5 years 

15  years 

f 

js 

E 

o 

35  years 

45  years 

55  years 

1 

t/5 

s 

<U 

>> 

1 75  years  and  over 

M 

1 

— 

1 

F 

- 

M 

7 

— 

3 

1 

3 

F 

2 

— 

2 

M 

6 

1 

3 

2 

F 

3 

2 

— 

1 

M 

1 

1 

— 

F 

M 

7 

1 

2 

3 

1 

F 

2 

1 

1 

M 

F 

4 

2 

2 

F 

1 

1 

M 

1 

— I— — 

1 

— 

M 

5 

1 

3 

1 

F 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

M 

2 

2 

— 

F 

M 

1 

1 

— 

F 

- 

M 

1 

1 

F 

M 

F 

2 

2 

i 

F 

z 

2 

M 

2 

1 

i 

F 

2 

1 

i 

M 

39 

•2 

12 

10 

15 

F 

20 

1 

6 

13 

M 

3 

1 

2 

F 

7 

2 

5 

M 

11 

4 

7 

F 

12 

2 

10 

M 

6 

2 

2 

2 

F 

5 

1 

4 

M 

1 

i 

F 

1 

1 

— 

M 

1 

1 

— 

F 

4 

1 

1 

2 

M 

11 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

3 

6 

i 

F 

3 

i 

1 

i 

M 

1 

i 

F 

8 

3 

M 

F 

1 

I 

i| 

— 

(?) 


Cause  of  Death 

X 

CJ 

C/5 

Total  all  ages 

Under  4 weeks 

1 weeks  and  under  1 year  | 

u. 

rt 

0) 

>. 

5 years 

15  years 

! 25  years 

Age 

s 

0) 

>> 

co 

45  years 

55  years 

65  years 

75  years  and  over  ! 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System  

M 

3 

2 

i 

F 

2 

i 

i 

Diseases  of  Musculo-Skeletal  System  

M 

F 

1 

i 

Congenital  Anomalies 

M 

1 

— 

— 

— 

i 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F 

Birth  injury,  difficult  labour,  etc 

M 

F 

1 

1 

Other  causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality  

M 

1 

1 

F 

Symptoms  and  ill-defined  conditions  

M 

1 

— 

i 

F 

1 

i 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  

M 

1 

i 

All  other  Accidents  

M 

1 

1 

i 

F 

1 

i 

Suicide  and  self-inflicted  injuries  

M 

1 

— 

i 

— 

— 

F 

Total  all  causes  

M 118 

i 



- 

i 

i 

— 

— 

5127 

42 

41 

F 

85 

i 

i 

- 

i 

3 

— 

— 

5 

4 

18 

5-2 

Combined  Total  

203 

-i-l-l-l- 

-1- 

The  deaths  of  children  under  4 weeks  were  all  associated  with 
pre-maturity.  The  largest  number  of  deaths  due  to  a single  specific 
cause  were  in  respect  of  coronary  thrombosis,  of  which  59  persons 
died  during  the  year,  all  of  whom  were  over  the  age  of  54  years. 
In  all  111  persons  died  from  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory 
system  out  of  a total  of  203  deaths,  whilst  a total  of  44  persons 
died  of  malignant  disease  of  all  forms.  There  were  9 deaths  from 
carcinoma  of  the  lung  or  bronchus,  compared  with  10  during  the 
previous  year. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area 

1.  BACTERIAL  : 

Again,  I am  indebted  to  Dr.  Kingsley  Smith  and  his  staff  at 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Conway,  for  the  valuable  assistance 
given  to  me  during  the  year. 

The  following  prophylactic  and  therapeutic  agents  are  available 
through  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  : 

German  Measles  : Gamma  Globulin  obtainable  from  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Bryn  Hyfryd,,  Conway  (Tel.  Conway  2478). 
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Typhus  vaccine,  rabies  vaccine  and  anthrax  vaccine,  for  pro- 
phylactic use  only,  held  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  126 
Mount  Pleasant,  Liverpool  (Tel.  Royal  8636). 

Anthrax  vaccine  for  therapeutic  use  is  held  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Liverpool. 

Anthrax  anti-serum  is  held  at  the  C.  & A.  Hospital,  Bangor 
(Tel.  Bangor  3321),  and  the  Maelor  General  Hospital,  Wrexham 
(Tel.  Wrexham  3512). 

Snake  anti-venom  and  also  Botulinum  anti-serum  are  held  at 
the  C.  and  A.  Hospital,  Bangor,  and  the  Maelor  General  Hospital 
Wrexham. 

Anti-vaccine  for  tropical  snakes  is  held  at  the  Dispensary, 
Royal  South  Hants,  and  Southampton  Hospital,  Southampton  (Tel. 
Southampton  26211) — 24-hour  service. 

Anti-yellow  fever  vaccine  is  obtainable  at  the  Regional  Blood 
Transfusion  Centre,  Hatton  Garden,  Liverpool  (Tel.  Central  3433) 
and  inoculations  are  given  by  appointment  only. 

Anti-cholera,  anti-tetanus  and  whooping  cough  vaccine  must 
be  obtained  through  the  usual  trade  channels. 

Smallpox  vaccine  lymph  is  obtainable  from  the  Health  Depart- 
ment, Civic  Centre,  Colwyn  Bay  (Tel.  Colwyn  Bay  55271). 

2.  PATHOLOGICAL  AND  BIOCHEMICAL  : 

Material  for  pathological  examination  and  biochemical  analysis 
is  dealt  with  at  the  Pathological  and  Bacteriological  Department 
at  the  Royal  Alexandra  Hospital,  Rhyl,  and  there  is  an  excellent 
liaison  between  this  service  and  the  Health  Department  in  respect 
of  matters  which  may  concern  the  public  health  of  the  district. 

3.  WATER  : 

(a)  Bacteriological  : 

Bacteriological  examination  of  water  samples  is  carried  out  by 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Conway,  and  during  the  year  30 
samples  were  submitted  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector,  which 
were  all  found  to  be  free  from  pathological  organisms  and  classified 
as  excellent. 

(b)  Chemical  : 

Samples  for  chemical  analysis  of  water  are  submitted  to  the 
Public  Analyst.  The  purpose  of  this  examination  is  not  only  to 
assess  whether  any  poisonous  metals  are  present  or  absent,  but  also 
to  give  information  as  to  the  type  of  water,  the  gathering  ground, 
the  state  of  the  mains,  and  the  plumbo-solvency  of  the  water,  etc. 

4.  MILK  AND  OTHER  FOODS  : 

The  examination  of  milk  before  it  reaches  the  consumer  is  pri- 
marily the  responsibility  of  the  County  Public  Health  Inspector, 
but  periodic  milk  samples  are  taken  from  consumers  and  submitted 
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to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Conway,  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors. 

The  Food  and  Drugs  Inspector  to  the  Denbighshire  County 
Council  takes  samples  of  milk  and  has  them  tested  for  adulteration. 

5.  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  : 

I am  grateful  to  Mr.  D.  Hugh  Owens,  Chief  Inspector  under 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  for  Denbighshire,  for  the  following  report  : 

Particulars  of  samples  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
in  the  ABERGELE  URBAN  DISTRICT,  during  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1969  : — 


Article 

No.  taken 

Not  Genuine,  or 
Genuine  Substandard 

MILK 

22 

22 

— 

Lard 

1 

1 

— 

Butter 

2 

2 

— 

Bread 

1 

— 

1 

Tinned  Meat 

. 1 

1 

— 

Meat  and  Potato  Pie  . . 

2 

— 

2 

Cakes 

1 

1 

— 

Sweets 

1 

1 

— 

Double  Cream 

1 

1 

— 

Ovaltine 

1 

1 

— 

Tartar  Sauce 

1 

1 

— 

Cooking  Oil 

1 

1 

■ — 

Soft  Drink ...  

1 

1 

— 

Mild  Beer 

1 

1 

— 

Laxative 

1 

1 

— 

Totals  . 

38 

35 

3 

All  samples  of  milk  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  were 
reported  upon  as  being  genuine.  In  eleven  instances  tests  for  the 
presence  of  antibiotics  in  milk  proved  negative.  It  will  be  observed 
that  three  samples  of  food  other  than  milk  were  reported  as  being 
non-genuine.  One  was  a sample  of  bread,  wherein  the  Analyst 
reports  a piece  of  wood  found  in  a loaf.  This  matter  was  taken  up 
in  the  courts  and  the  defendant  was  found  guilty  and  fined.  The 
other  two  were  meat  and  potato  pies,  wherein  the  Analyst 
reports  a deficiency  in  meat.  This  matter  was  dealt  with  by  caution. 
Otherwise  all  samples  were  found  to  be  genuine  and  free  from  all 
prohibited  preservatives  and  colouring  matter. 

(Signed)  D.  HUGH  OWENS, 

Chief  Inspector,  County  of  Denbigh. 

Ruthin  Road, 

Wrexham. 

8th  June,  1970. 
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AMBULANCE  SERVICE  : 

The  Ambulance  Service  in  Abergele  is  administered  by  the 
Denbighshire  County  Council  from  the  Area  Control  based  at  the 
Civic  Centre,  Colwyn  Bay,  and  is  manned  by  three  full-time 
drivers. 

During  the  year  6,800  patients  were  conveyed  by  the  Am- 
bulance Service,  covering  a total  of  66,010  miles.  99  road  traffic 
accidents  were  dealt  with  within  the  district  during  the  year. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME  : 

Two  District  Nurses  reside  in  the  area  and  attend  on,  and 
treat  sick  persons  at  the  request  of  the  family  doctor. 

Home  Helps  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  to  assist 
in  domestic  work  during  periods  of  emergency  when  there  is  sick- 
ness in  the  home.  Applications  for  the  assistance  of  a Home  Help 
should  be  sent  to  the  office  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Civic 
Centre,  Colwyn  Bay. 

CLINICS  : 

Clinics  are  provided  by  the  County  Council.  They  are  held  as 
follows : — 

1 . Child  Welfare  : 

Market  Street,  Abergele:  THURSDAY,  at  2 p.m.  each  week. 
Youth  Club,  Llanddulas:  FIRST  MONDAY  each  month, 
at  2 p.m. 

Merchandise  Hall,  Kinmel  Bay:  FIRST  and  THIRD  WED- 
NESDAY in  each  month,  at  2 p.m. 

2.  — Ophthalmic  : 

As  required:  Appointments  are  made  for  an  Ophthalmic 
Surgeon  to  attend  at  Market  Street,  Abergele. 

8.  Dental  : 

By  appointment  at  Market  Street,  Abergele. 

4.  Diseases  of  the  Chest  : 

Rhyl  (ordinary  clinic):  Fridays,  9 a.m.,  Royal  Alexandra 
Hospital 

Rhyl  (B.C.G.  clinic):  Mondays,  10  a.m.,  Royal  Alexandra 
Hospital. 

Colwyn  Bay  : At  the  West  Denbighshire  Hospital,  Hesketh 
Road,  1st,  2nd  and  4th  Thursday  each  month,  at  2 p.m. 

DAY  NURSERIES  : 

There  are  two  Play  Groups  in  the  area. 


TUBERCULOSIS  : 
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The  state  of  the  Register  at  the  beginning  and  end  of  the 
year  was  as  follows : — 


On  Register  1 / 1 / 00 


Pulmonary — 

Male  19 

Female 18 

Non-Pulmonary — 

Male — 

Female 2 


39 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  : 


On  Register  31/12/69 


Pulmonary — 

Male  ...  19 

Female 18 

Non-Pulmonary — 

Male  — 

Female  2 


39 


The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  infectious  diseases 
notified  to  me  during  1969:— 


Cases 

At  all  ages 

Under  1 year 

L and  under  5 

5 and  under  25 

, l 

25  and  under  45 

45  and  under  65 

65  and  over 

Age  unknown 

Measles 

9 

1 1 

1 5 

1 3 

— 

— 

— 

| 

Brucellosis I 

1 

1 - 

1 - 

1 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning  

5 

1 1 

— 

! - 

- 

1 

1 3 

Sonne  Dysentery  

1 

1 - 

1 

! — 

- 



— 

Scarlet  Fever  1 

1 

1 - 

1 1 

- 

- 

— 

— 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

2 

1 - 

1 - 

I - 

1 i 

1 

— 

1 - 

Totals  

19 

1 

1 8 

1 3 

1 2 

1 

1 

! 3 

IMMUNISATION  : 

(a)  Smallpox  : 

61  persons  received  primary  vaccination  against  smallpox, 
compared  with  98  during  the  previous  year,  whilst  7 persons  were 
re-vaccinated. 

•(b)  Triple  Antigen  (Diphtheria,  Tetanus  and  Whooping  Cough): 

45  children  were  given  their  primary  course  of  triple  antigen 
and  1 1 children  were  given  booster  doses.  339  children  were  given 
booster  doses  of  combined  Diphtheria  and  Tetanus  prophylaxis. 
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(c)  Poliomyelitis  : 

97  persons  received  a primary  course  of  anti-poliomyelitis  vac- 
cine during  the  year  and  77  persons  received  booster  doses  of  this 
agent. 

(d)  Measles  : 

17  children  were  given  vaccination  against  Measles  during  the 

year. 

Prophylactic  vaccinations  are  now  initiated  at  six  months  of 
age,  when  the  child  is  given  simultaneously  vaccination  against 
Diphtheria,  Tetanus,  Whooping  Cough  and  Poliomyelitis.  The 
primary  course  is  completed  at  one  year  of  age.  During  the  second 
year  of  life  the  child  is  offered  Measles  and  Smallpox  vaccination 
and  booster  doses  of  Diphtheria,  Tetanus  and  Poliomyelitis  are 
given  periodically  during  school  life.  All  children  in  the  13  year 
age  group  are  skin  tested  for  their  susceptibility  to  Tuberculosis 
and  those  giving  a negative  reaction  are  offered  B.C.G.  vaccina- 
tion. 

WATER  : 

Mr.  J.  Round,  Engineer  and  Manager  to  the  West  Denbigh 
shire  and  West  Flintshire  Water  Board,  at  Rhyl,  has  kindly  sub- 
mitted to  me  the  following  report  on  the  water  supplied  to  the 
area  : 

Abergele  Supply  ( except  Llanddulas): 

The  Urban  District  except  Llanddulas  is  supplied  from  the 
works  which  formerly  belonged  to  Rhyl  U.D.C.  The  direct  source 
of  supply  is  a gathering  ground  in  the  Parish  of  Llannefydd.  The 
gathering  ground  has  an  area  of  900  acres  and  an  average  rain- 
fall of  30.27  inches.  The  water  is  stored  in  two  impounding  reser- 
voirs— Plas  Uchaf  (storage  capacity  50  million  gallons)  and  Dohven 
(48  million  gallons).  This  source  is  supplemented,  except  during 
very  wet  periods  by  pumping  water  from  the  River  Aled  into 
Plas  Uchaf  Reservoir.  In  dry  weather,  an  adequate  flow  in  the 
River  Aled  is  maintained  by  releasing  water  from  two  other  im- 
pounding reservoirs — Llyn  Aled  (375  million  gallons)  and  Aled 
Isaf  (270  million  gallons),  situated  on  the  Denbigh  Moors,  near 
Llansannan. 

The  water  is  chlorinated  at  a dosage  of  about  1 part  per 
million  as  it  leaves  Plas  Uchaf  Reservoir,  and  is  treated  at  Glas- 
coed  Filter  Station  by  pressure  filters  of  the  air  scour  type  using 
sulphate  of  alumina  as  a coagulant  and  sodium  carbonate  for  pH 
correction.  0.5  parts  per  million  of  chlorine  are  added  after  filtra- 
tion for  final  sterilisation  of  the  water. 

The  annual  rainfall  on  the  Llannefydd  gathering  ground  was 
35.97  inches  in  1969  compared  with  the  long  term  average  of  30.27 
inches. 
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Consumption  of  Water  in  Abergele  (except  lAanddulas) 
during  1969  ( estimated ) 


Total  Monthly 

consumption  Average  daily  consumption 

January  14,920,000  gallons  482,000  gallons 

February  ...  ...  14,150,000  gallons  505,000  gallons 

March  15,010,000  gallons  504,000  gallons 

April  15,900,000  gallons  530,000  gallons 

May 17,000,000  gallons  548,000  gallons 

June 18,680,000  gallons  623,000  gallons 

July  ...  21,410,000  gallons  692,000  gallons 

August  20,970,000  gallons  676,000  gallons 

September  18,000,000  gallons  600,000  gallons 

October  ...  16,030,000  gallons  508,000  gallons 

November  14,130,000  gallons  471,000  gallons 

December 13,890,000  gallons  448,000  gallons 


Year’s  total  200,690,000  gallons 


Bacteriological  Tests  of  Treated  Water  : 

Number  of  samples  sent  to  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Conway  85 

Number  returned  as  Class  I (Satisfactory) 81 

The  following  chemical  analysis  was  made  by  Ruddock  & 

Sherratt,  Chester,  in  July,  1969  : 

Appearance clear 

Odour Nil 

Reaction,  pH ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7.8 

Colour  (Hazen  Units)  ...  less  than  5 

parts  per 
million 

Total  solids  ...  148 

Nitrogen  as  free  and  saline  ammonia 0.02 

Nitrogen  as  albuminoid  ammonia less  than  0.01 

Nitrogen  as  nitrites Nil 

Nitrogen  as  nitrates less  than  0.5 

Chlorides,  as  C12 21 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate  in  4 hours  at  27°  C . . . 1.7 

Total  hardness 68 

Temporary  hardness  56 

Permanent  hardness 12 

Alkalinity 56 

Total  residual  chlorine 0.1 

Free  available  chlorine 0.1 

Potassium,  as  K 2.3 

Anionic  synthetic  detergents  

Manganese,  as  Mn  
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Cyanides  and  thiocyanates 


Poisonous  metals Nil 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide  ...  3-5 


Opinion  : The  chemical  condition  of  this  sample  is  entirely 
satisfactory. 

LLANDDULAS  SUPPLY  : 

The  area  is  now  supplied  on  a permanent  basis  from  the  Llyn 
Conwy  Regional  Water  Supply  Scheme. 

The  water  is  treated  at  Y spy  tty  Ifan  Treatment  Works  by 
settling  tanks  and  rapid  gravity  filters,  using  sodium  carbonate  for 
initial  pH  correction,  aluminium  sulphate  as  a coagulant,  and 
sodium  silicate  for  final  pH  correction.  Chlorine  is  added  after  fil- 
tration to  give  a residual  of  0.3  p.p.m.  for  final  sterilisation  of  the 
water. 

The  annual  rainfall  at  the  Treatment  Plant  in  1969  was  66.77 
inches. 


Water  supplied-  to  Llanddulas  during  1969 


Total  Monthly 

consumption  Average  daily  consumption 


January  

February  

March  ...  

April  

May 

June 

July  

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 


1.459.000  gallons 

1.330.000  gallons 

1.443.000  gallons 

1.592.000  gallons 

1.622.000  gallons 

1.701.000  gallons 

1.621.000  gallons 

1.809.000  gallons 

1 .502.000  gallons 

1.394.000  gallons 

1.350.000  gallons 

1.514.000  gallons 


*47,000  gallons 
*46,000  gallons 
*46,500  gallons 
*53,070  gallons 
*52,400  gallons 
*56,700  gallons 
*52,400  gallons 
*58,300  gallons 
*50,070  gallons 
*45,000  gallons 
*45,000  gallons 
*49,000  gallons 


Year’s  total  18,337,000  gallons 


* 


Meter  out  of  action,  figures  based  on  previous  year. 


Bacteriological  Tests  of  Treated  Water  (Llyn  Conwy) 
Number  of  samples  sent  to  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Conway  56 


Number  returned  as  Class  I (Satisfactory)  54 

The  following  chemical  analysis  was  made  by  Ruddock  & 
Sherratt,  Chester,  in  July,  1969: 

Appearance  clear 

Odour  ...  Nil 

Reaction,  pH 9.1 

Colour  (Hazen  Units) less  than  5 

Parts  per 

million 

Total  solids 78 

Nitrogen  as  free  and  saline  ammonia  0.00 

Nitrogen  as  albuminoid  ammonia  less  than  0.01 

Nitrogen  as  nitrites Nil 

Nitrogen  as  nitrates 0.0 

Chlorides,  as  C12 13 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate  in  4 hours  at  27°  C ...  1.0 

Total  hardness 17 

Temporary  hardness 17 

Permanent  hardness Nil 

Alkalinity ...  18 

Total  residual  chlorine  Nil 

Free  available  chlorine  Nil 

Potassium,  as  K less  than  0.2 

Anionic  synthetic  detergents — 

Manganese,  as  Mn  

Cyanides  and  thiocyanates — 

Poisonous  metals Nil 

Sodium  Carbonate  ...  1 


Opinion  : The  chemical  condition  of  this  water  is  satisfactory. 
New  Works  : 

iWelsh  Office  approval  has  been  obtained  for  the  construction  of 
a service  reservoir  at  Glascoed,  and  construction  will  commence  in 
the  coming  year.  Duplication  of  the  main  from  Glascoed  to  Abergele 
is  now  complete. 

(Signed)  ].  ROUND, 


Engineer  and  Manager. 
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Senior  Public  (Health  Inspector’s  Annual  Report 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  for  1969. 

It  is  with  regret  that  I again  make  reference  to  the  untimely 
death  in  June,  1969,  of  Mr.  Frank  Evans,  who  had  been  Public 
Health  Inspector  and  later  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  for 
23  years. 

During  the  year  important  legislation  affecting  the  Health 
Department  was  the  introduction  of  the  Housing  Act,  1969,  which 
is  designed  to  stimulate  greater  interest  in  repairing  and  improving 
older  houses. 

A major  problem  for  the  department  continued  to  be  the  col- 
lection of  refuse  particularly  during  the  summer  season.  In  the 
Autumn  consideration  was  given  to  other  possible  methods  of  col- 
lecting and  disposing  of  refuse  from  camps. 

There  was  the  annual  large  influx  of  visitors  to  caravan  and 
chalet  camps,  but  the  number  of  tenting  campers  was  less  than 
usual.  There  appears  to  be  a tendency  for  the  tent  to  be  superseded 
by  the  touring  caravan  and  during  tbe  peak  weeks  there  were  large 
numbers  searching  for  sites  in  the  district.  There  are  virtually  no 
facilities  provided  by  the  camping  industry  for  the  touring  caravan 
in  this  area  and  serious  thought  must  be  given  to  this  increasing 
problem. 

I welcome  to  the  department  Mr.  A.  J.  Benbow,  Additional 
Public  Health  Inspector,  also  Mrs.  A.  Griffiths,  who  replaced  Mrs. 
M.  Owen.  Mrs.  Owen  had  worked  for  the  department  for  over 
years. 

May  I record  my  appreciation  to  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  to 
all  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  your  support  and  guidance 
during  the  year,  also  to  Dr.  Peach,  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and 
to  fellow  Officials  and  Staff  in  all  departments  of  the  Council. 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

D.  T.  OWEN, 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 


Table  I 

GENERAL  STATISTICS 

No.  of  complaints  received  and  attended  to 150 

No.  of  Inspections  for  detection  of  nuisances 455 

No.  of  revisits  in  connection  with  nuisances  ...  84 

No.  of  nuisances  abated ...  45 

No.  of  nuisances  not  abated,  but  work  in  hand 5 

No.  of  Informal  Notices  served  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances  40 
No.  of  Formal  Notices  served  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances  Nil 

No.  of  visit  re  Caravan  Sites ...  277 

No.  of  visit  re  Tenting  Sites  ...  64 

No.  of  Inquiries  re  Infectious  Diseases ...  53 

No.  of  visits  to  Slaughterhouse 459 

No.  of  visits  to  premises  where  food  is  prepared  and  sold  ...  131 

No.  of  Food  Inspections  and  Complaints  9 

No.  of  visits  re  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  ...  34 

No.  of  Samples  taken  of  Ice  Cream  34 

No.  of  Milk  Samples 12 

No.  of  Water  Samples 30 

No.  of  Paddling  Pool  Samples 5 

No.  of  visits  re  Rodent  and  Pest  Control  62 

No.  of  Inspections  of  Factories 2 

No.  of  Miscellaneous  Visits  192 

No.  of  Interviews 1216 

No.  of  visits  re  Improvement  Grants 140 

No.  of  visits  re  Council  Houses 256 

No.  of  visits  re  Housing  Applications ...  150 

No.  of  visits  re  Abandoned  Vehicles 142 

No.  of  visits  to  Farms  and  Agricultural  Holdings 56 

No.  of  Swimming  Bath  Samples  ...  4 

Table  II 

SANITARY  DEFECTS 

No.  of  defective  or  choked  drains 25 

No.  of  defective  W.C.  Accommodation  and  Sanitary  Fittings  5 

No.  of  defects  in  surface  water  drainage 3 

No.  of  damp  conditions  of  houses 25 

No.  of  miscellaneous  defects  20 
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Table  III 

HOUSING  STATISTICS 

1 .  — Inspection  of  dwellings  during  the  year  : 

(a)  Total  number  of  dwellings  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts)  ...  40 

(b)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  found  to  be  in  a state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  2 

(cj  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  (exclusive  of  that 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  fit  for  human  habitation  . . . 20 

2.  — Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 

of  Informal  Action 15 

3.  — Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Formal  Notices 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  were  served Nil 

4.  — Number  of  houses  demolished  as  a result  of  Informal 

Action 2 

5.  — Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  as  a result  of  Formal 

Action  ......  Nil 

6.  — Number  of  houses  closed  as  a result  of  Formal  Action  Nil 

7.  — Number  of  houses  closed  as  a result  of  Informal  Action  7 

H. — Number  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair  issued  under  the 

Act,  1957  (Form  J)  Nil 

9. — Number  of  improvement  grants  made  under  the  House 
Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1959  ; 

(a)  Discretionary 11 

(b)  Standard  ...  11 

Housing 

PRIVATE  HOUSING  : 

During  1969,  no  doubt  due  partially  to  the  credit  squeeze, 
there  was  a considerable  decrease  in  the  number  of  new  houses  and 
bungalows  completed  by  private  enterprise.  By  31st  December, 
1969,  190  had  been  completed  compared  with  280  in  1968  and  244 
in  1967.  A high  proportion  of  these  dwellings  were  again  bungalows, 
being  purchased  by  persons  retiring  to  the  area  from  the  North  and 
Midland  Industrial  areas  of  England. 


COUNCIL  HOUSING  : 

The  extensions  to  the  Min-y-Morfa,  Towyn,  and  Bodtegwel 
(St.  George)  estates  were  completed  during  the  year,  and  the  first 
four  3-bedroomed  houses  of  the  Maes  Cynbryd  estate  at  Llanddulas 
became  ready  for  occupation  in  December.  At  Min-y-Morfa,  seven 
3-bedroomed  houses  and  five  1-bedroomed  bungalows  were 
completed  ; at  Bodtegwel  eleven  ‘2-bedroomed  houses  were  com- 
pleted. This  made  a total  of  twenty-seven  new  units  completed  and 
allocated  during  the  year. 

HOUSING  APPLICANTS  REGISTER  : 

The  current  housing  register  containing  the  names  of  277 
applicants  had  become  operative  on  the  1st  May,  1968,  but  by  the 
1st  January,  1969,  a further  105  applications  had  been  received  and 
it  was  necessary  to  issue  a supplement  to  the  housing  register.  The 
steady  flow  of  applications  continued  at  the  rate  of  one  every  other 
day,  and  on  August  1st,  1969,  it  was  necessary  to  issue  a further 
supplement  to  the  Register,  containing  the  names  of  a further  109 
applicants. 

Seven  3-bedroomed,  one  4-bedroomed  and  one  2-bedroomed 
houses,  three  2-bedroomed  flats,  and  one  1-bedroomed  flat,  and  five 
1-bedroomed  bungalows  became  available  for  re-letting  during  the 
year. 

These  eighteen,  plus  the  twenty-seven  new  properties,  resulted 
in  there  being  45  new  tenancies  in  1969,  compared  with  61  in 
1968. 

A large  proportion  of  the  applications  are  from  elderly  persons 
requiring  bungalow  accommodation.  Every  effort  must  be  made 
to  find  land  for  further  bungalows,  but  it  is  advisable  that  this 
land  should  be  as  near  to  the  centre  of  the  community  and  not  on 
the  outskirts  of  the  district. 

HOUSING  ACT,  1969  : 

On  the  25th  August,  1969,  the  new  housing  Act  became  oper- 
ative, the  first  two  sections  of  which  are  aimed  at  preserving  our 
national  stock  of  housing,  by  saving  a large  proportion  of  our 
ageing  homes  from  deterioration  and  demolition.  It  is  intended  that 
this  will  be  done  by  giving  grants  to  owners  of  properties  to  en- 
courage them  to  improve  and  repair  their  homes,  and  provide 
them  with  amenities.  Provision  is  made  for  local  authorities  to 
declare  General  Improvement  Areas  in  which  grants  can  be  ob- 
tained for  improving  the  environment  of  houses.  The  Act  makes 
provision  for  the  increase  of  rents  in  cases  of  controlled  tenancies, 
where  the  property  is  in  good  state  of  repair,  and  is  provided 
with  the  Standard  Amenities.  Owners  of  such  properties,  prior  to 
applying  to  the  Rent  Officer  for  a Fair  Rent,  must  first  obtain  a 
Qualification  Certificate  from  the  Local  Council,  which  when  op- 
erative changes  the  controlled  Tenancy  to  a Regulated  Tenancy. 
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The  most  significant  points  of  the  Act  affecting  grants  is  to 
abolish  the  conditions  attached  previously  to  grants,  to  raise  the 
maximum  of  the  Standard  Grant  from  £155  to  £200  and  of  the 
Discretionary  Grant  from  £400  to  £1,000  and  in  respect  of  the 
latter  grant,  to  allow  the  cost  of  repair  work  to  be  included  for 
grant  aid. 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS : 

22  applications  were  received  and  approved  during  the  year, 
11  for  Standard  Grants  and  11  for  Discretionary  Improvement 
Grants. 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  approved  works  was  £6,614/0/0. 
During  1969  seven  improvement  grants  were  completed  and 
£1,716/0/0  was  paid  out  in  grant  towards  the  cost  of  the  works 
involved. 

Since  the  first  grant  was  made  in  1957  the  Council  have  made 
162  grants.  The  Housing  Act  1969  has  stimulated  greater  interest 
in  grants  as  was  the  intention.  This  fact  together  with  the  com- 
pletion of  the  Llanddulas  and  Rhyd-y-Foel  Sewerage  Scheme 
resulted  in  the  increase  of  applications  to  22  from  the  6 of  last 
year.  It  should  also  be  noted  that  14  of  the  applications  were 
approved  during  the  last  four  months  of  the  year,  following  the 
introduction  of  the  new  Act  and  the  higher  grant  levels. 

HOUSING  ACT  1957  : 

The  district  has  no  areas  of  slum  property.  However,  from 
time  to  time  it  becomes  necessary  to  deal  with  individual  properties 
which  are  unfit  and  cannot  be  made  fit  at  reasonable  expense. 

Three  properties  were  demolished  as  the  result  of  Demolition 
Orders,  and  two  as  a result  of  informal  action.  Seven  houses  were 
closed  following  an  undertaking  not  to  re-let. 

HOLIDAY  CARAVAN  SITES  : 

The  number  of  Site  Lienees  issued  by  the  Council  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act, 
1960,  remains  at  74. 

During  the  year  three  Site  Licences  were  transferred  in  accord- 
ance with  the  provisions  of  Section  10  of  the  Act.  A Further  Licence 
for  a single  residential  caravan  was  renewed  as  a result  of  the  holder 
securing  planning  permission  for  a further  five  years.  One  applica- 
tion for  an  increase  in  the  number  of  caravans  was  refused. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  1960  Act,  the  Council  adopted  a set 
of  Conditions  and  Standards  which  are  attached  to  each  licence 
issued.  The  onus  is  upon  the  Site  Licence  holder  to  comply  with 
these  conditions. 

The  standard  of  compliance  is  good,  though  with  possibly 
100,000  lettings  during  the  season  some  complaints  are  inevitable. 
During  the  season  about  30  formal  complaints  were  received.  Each 
was  investigated  on  day  of  receipt.  Complaints  generally  referred 
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to  unsatisfactory  accommodation  or  unclean  toilets.  In  the  case  of 
the  former  it  was  generally  found  that  the  accommodation  was 
satisfactory  but  not  of  the  standard  expected  by  the  complainants. 

Camp  toilet  blocks  were  again  a target  for  nuisance  and  van- 
dalism and  the  maintaining  of  them  in  a satisfactory  condition  re- 
mained a major  headache  for  camp  managements. 

The  voluntary  registration  of  visitors  to  caravan  sites,  first  in- 
troduced in  1968,  was  practised  by  all  camp  operators  during  1969. 
The  experience  gained  during  the  first  year  of  operation  resulted  in 
several  modifications  in  methods  adopted  in  their  attempts  to  obtain 
100  per  cent,  registration.  Visits  were  made  to  camps  to  assess  the 
effectiveness  and  whilst  in  the  large  camps  100  per  cent,  was  not 
being  reached,  it  was  felt  that  managements  were  making  every 
effort  to  obtain  as  high  a percentage  as  possible. 

The  number  of  touring  caravans  visiting  the  area  during  the 
peak  weeks  again  increased  in  numbers  and  owing  to  the  lack  of 
facilities,  lay-bys,  the  foreshore,  car  parks,  tenting  fields  and  the 
open  areas  were  used.  It  is  most  difficult  to  control  this  use,  as 
the  caravans  generally  arrive  in  the  evenings. 

TENTED  CAMPING  SITES  : 

There  was  the  usual  influx  of  persons  camping  in  tents 
although,  like  last  year,  the  number  was  not  as  great  as  during 
previous  summers.  During  the  peak  weeks  six  main  sites  were  open, 
two  other  sites  having  remained  closed.  There  were  also  five  smaller 
sites  in  operation.  The  number  of  pitches  totalled  about  1,500. 

The  problem  of  individual  tenters  pitching  their  tents  on  open 
land,  particularly  on  the  foreshore  at  Pensarn  and  Llanddulas,  the 
“Common”  at  Rhydyfoel,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  St.  Asaph 
Avenue  North  in  Kinmel  Bay,  has  again  caused  concern.  These 
campers  are  generally  young  persons  who  are  often  refused  entry 
on  to  recognised  camping  sites.  Their  numbers  include  an  undesir- 
able element  who  cause  damage  to  public  property  and  leave  much 
litter  behind  them. 

The  inadequacy  of  existing  powers  to  control  tented  camping 
continues,  despite  the  expectancy  of  model  bye-laws  following  a 
Ministry  meeting  in  July,  1968. 

In  April,  1969,  a further  meeting  was  held  between  representa- 
tives of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government,  Local 
Council  Associations  and  the  various  camping  organisations.  The 
purpose  of  the  meeting  was  to  reach  agreement  on  a revised  form 
of  model  bye-laws  but  after  much  discussion  the  consensus  of  opin- 
ion was  that  there  should  be  a fresh  look  at  the  problem  as  a whole 
with  a view  to  introducing  amending  legislation  for  touring  camping 
sites  with  Site  Licences  and  Model  Standards  similar  to  the  1960 
Caravan  Act.  Whilst  this  would  take  time  it  was  considered  pre- 
ferable to  trying  to  remedy  the  situation  by  attempting  to  revise 
the  outmoded  model  bye-laws. 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage 

The  Council  continued  their  policy  of  giving  top  priority  to 
providing  adequate  sewerage  facilities  to  all  pants  of  the  district. 
The  extension  to  the  Llanddulas  and  Rhyd-y-Foel  Sewerage 
Scheme  was  completed  though  a little  more  work  is  required  in 
providing  connections  to  individual  properties.  There  has  been  a 
good  response  from  owners  of  properties  in  Rhyd-y-Foel  applying 
for  grants  towards  the  cost  of  providing  bathroom  and  other  modern 
amenities.  It  is  hoped  that  by  1971  all  houses  in  Rhyd-y-Foel  will 
possess  the  Standard  Amenities  and  be  connected  to  the  sewer. 

Work  commenced  early  in  the  year  on  the  Ffynnon-y-Ddol 
surface  water  main  drainage  scheme.  This  is  a construction  of  a 
channel  stretching  from  Pensarn  through  Towyn  and  Kinmel  Bay 
to  discharge  into  the  River  Clwyd  which  will  reduce  the  water 
table  in  those  areas. 

Work  also  commenced  during  the  year  on  the  provision  of 
foul  and  surface  water  sewers  to  parts  of  the  Towyn  and  Kinmel 
Bay  area,  which  are  at  present  on  cesspool  drainage. 

Several  individual  properties  in  other  parts  of  the  district  which 
were  on  cesspool  drainage  have  been  connected  to  the  foul  sewer. 

Private  street  works  were  completed  in  the  High  Street  area 
of  Abergele  and  several  major  private  street  work  schemes  are  in 
the  preparation  stage. 

Public  Conveniences 

There  are  eight  public  conveniences  in  the  district,  all  of  which 
lack  adequate  facilities.  Complaints  have  again  been  received  re- 
garding the  standard  of  these  conveniences,  particularly  from  visi- 
tors to  the  area.  Similar  to  camp  toilets,  the  public  conveniences 
have  not  escaped  from  the  attention  of  vandals. 

It  is  recommended  that  as  soon  as  possible  consideration  should 
be  given  to  the  renewal  of  existing  conveniences  with  modern  van- 
dal proof  facilities.  This  wil]  be  a costly  enterprise  and  should  be 
carried  out  as  a phased  programme. 

Llanddulas  still  lacks  a public  convenience  and  immediate  con- 
sideration should  be  given  to  acquiring  a Mobile  Public  Conveni- 
ence, to  be  sited  close  to  the  beach  to  cater  for  the  ever  increasing 
numbers  of  persons  visiting  that  area  of  our  coastline. 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

Under  the  provisions  of  this  Act  a report  must  be  submitted 
annually  to  the  Minister  of  Labour  giving  details  of  premises 
registered,  persons  employed,  and  premises  inspected. 

The  Annual  Report  for  1969  is  in  the  following  form  : 
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TABLE  A.  Registration  and,  General  Inspections. 


( lass  of  Premises 

No.  of  Premises 

Registered 

during  I960 

Total  No.  of 

Premises 

Registered  at 

end  of  Year 

No.  of  Premises 

receiving  a 

General  Inspection 

during  the  Year 

Offices  

1 

38 

6 

Retail  Shops  

— 

79 

3 

Wholesale  Shops  and  Warehouses  ... 

— 

’5 

1 

Catering  Establishdments  & Canteens 

1 

1 14 

1 4 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

1 2 

— 

Totals  

1 

138 

14 

TABLE  B. 

Number  of  Visits  of  all  kinds  to  registered  premises  34 

TABLE  C. 

Analysis  by  Workplace  of  Persons  Employed  in  Registered 
Premises  at  the  end  of  Year 

No.  of  Persons 


Class  of  Workplace  Employed 

Offices  ...  ...  189 

Retail  Shops 256 

Wholesale  Departments,  Warehouses  49 

Catering  Establishments  open  to  the  Public  ...  172 

Canteens 1 

Fuel  Storage  Depots  2 

Total  669 

Total  Males  ...  284 

Total  Females  . 385 


During  the  course  of  General  Inspections  the  following  defects 


were  found  : 

Cleanliness ...  13 

Overcrowding . — 

Inadequate  Heating 2 

No  Thermometer 5 

Inadequate  Ventilation  

Inadequate  Lighting 2 

Sanitary  Conveniences 6 
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# 

Washing  Facilities 2 

Drinking  Water — 

Inadequate  accommodation  for  clothing 1 

Seating  accommodation — 

Staircases,  floors  and  trapdoor 7 

Dangerous  machinery 2 

Insufficient  first  aid  requisites  2 

Abstract  not  displayed 5 

Total  47 


As  a result  8 Warning  Letters  were  sent  and  on  a further  6 
occasions  Verbal  Warnings  were  given. 

During  1969  one  further  premise  was  registered,  but  with  4 
premises  ceasing,  there  was  a net  decrease  of  3,  making  a total  of 
138  registered  premises  at  the  end  of  the  year.  There  was  a decrease 
of  22  persons  employed  in  these  premises  making  a total  of  669. 

A requirement  of  this  Act  is  that  all  accidents  occurring  on  re- 
gistered premises,  whether  fatal  or  where  the  employee  is  disabled 
for  more  than  three  days  from  doing  his  usual  work,  must  be 
notified  to  the  Local  Authority.  During  1969,  no  such  notifications 
were  received. 

Shops  Act,  1950 

This  Act  controls  the  hours  of  opening  of  shops  which  varies 
according  to  the  items  sold. 

At  holiday  resorts  facilities  are  available  for  Councils  to  make 
Orders  relating  to  Sunday  trading  and  the  weekly  half-holiday. 

The  Council  took  advantage  of  these  facilities  and  made  the 
following  Orders  : — 

(1)  Abergele  (Suspension  of  Weekly  Half  Holiday)  Order 
1969  for  18  weeks. 

(2)  Abergele  Sunday  Trading  Order  No.  (1)  1969. 

In  pursuance  of  Section  51  exempted  for  18  Sundays,  the 
Sunday  closing  provisions  of  the  Act  in  respect  of  the  retail  sale 
of  Fried  Fish  and  Chips. 

(3)  Abergele  Sunday  Trading  (Wards)  Order  No.  (2)  1969. 

In  pursuance  of  Section  51  exempted  for  18  Sundays  and  Sun- 
day Closing  provisions  of  the  Act  in  respect  of  the  retail  shops  in 
the  Towyn,  Kinmel  Bay,  Pensarn,  Llanddulas  and  St.  George 
Wards  of  the  Urban  District  for  the  sale  of  : 

(a)  Any  article  required  for  the  purpose  of  bathing  or  fishing. 

(bj  Photographic  requisites. 

(c)  Toys,  souvenirs  and  fancy  goods. 

(d)  Books,  stationery,  photographs,  reproductions  and  post- 
cards. 

(e)  Any  article  of  food  with  the  exception  of  Fried  Fish  and 
Chips. 


Food  Inspection  and  Food  Hygiene 

Meat  Inspection. 

The  routine  inspection  of  all  animals  slaughtered  for  human 
consumption  at  the  local  slaughterhouse  in  Market  Street,  Abergele, 
was  again  given  priority.  It  was  necessary  to  work  outside  normal 
hours  on  occasions  to  maintain  100  per  cent,  meat  inspection. 

Nine  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixteen  animals  were  killed 
and  inspected.  This  is  a slight  decrease  from  the  previous  year, 
which  is  consistent  with  the  general  trend  throughout  the  country, 
though  the  number  of  pigs  killed  showed  an  appreciable  increase. 
The  marked  increase  in  poultry  consumption  is  no  doubt  contri- 
buting to  the  general  decrease  of  animals  being  slaughtered. 

The  quality  of  animals  being  slaughtered  remained  high  and 
only  five  whole  carcases  were  condemned.  A heifer  was  condemned 
for  Septicaemia,  a sheep  carcase  was  found  to  be  moribund,  whilst 
a calf  and  a pig  were  both  suffering  from  pyaemia.  The  fifth  carcase 
to  be  condemned  was  that  of  a pig  affected  by  Lymphosarcoma,  a 
form  of  cancer,  which  was  most  unusual  to  find  in  such  a young 
animal. 

The  slaughterhouse  in  Market  Street,  Abergele,  is  only  li- 
censed slaughter-house  in  the  district. 

Details  of  Meat  Condemned  at  the  Slaughter-house 


BEEF  : 

(a)  1 complete  carcase  ...  , 460  lbs. 

(b)  Part  carcase  and  organs: 

54  Oxen  — Non-Tubercular  Diseases  766  lbs. 

PORK: 

(a)  2 complete  carcases 168  lbs. 

(b)  Part  carcase  and  organs  : 

7 parts  — Localised  Tuberculosis  84  lbs. 

54  parts  — Other  diseases  204  lbs. 

VEAL:  1 complete  carcase 36  lbs. 

MUTTON  and  LAMB  : 

1 complete  sheep  carcase 34  lbs. 

88  part  carcase  and  organs ...  ...  199  lbs. 

(Non-Tubercular  Disease) 

TOTAL  WEIGHT  CONDEMNED 17  cwts.  1 qr.  19  lbs. 

Water  Supply 


The  district,  except  for  Llanddulas  and  Rhyd-y-Foel,  receive 
water  from  West  Denbighshire  and  West  Flintshire  supply.  The 
Llanddulas  and  Rhyd-y-Foel  area  are  supplied  from  the  Llyn 
Conwv  Regional  Water  Supply  Scheme. 


Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in 
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Routine  sampling  of  the  water  supplies  was  continued  through- 
out the  year.  Thirty  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination.  The  reports  received  on  ail  these  samples,  except 
three,  were  Class  1 — Excellent.  Subsequent  samples  in  the  three 
cases  were  found  to  be  Class  1 — Excellent. 


Milk  Samples 

Twelve  samples  of  milk  were  collected  and  submitted  for  sta- 
tutory and  other  tests.  Ail  samples  were  of  raw  (untreated)  milk 
collected  from  vending  machines  during  the  summer.  All  samples 
were  satisfactory. 

Ice  Cream 


There  is  one  Ice  Cream  Factory  in  the  district  and  five  other 
premises  have  soft  ice  cream  machines. 

Thirty-four  samples  of  ice  cream  were  collected.  Only  wrapped 
and  soft  ice  cream  was  sampled  so  as  not  to  duplicate  sampling 
done  elsewhere.  Two  of  the  samples  were  found  to  be  unsatisfac- 
tory. Both  were  from  soft  ice  cream  machines.  Advice  was  given 
with  particular  reference  to  the  process  of  cleansing  the  equipment. 

Food  Inspection 

All  retailers,  wholesalers  and  caterers  are  encouraged  to  request 
that  any  food  which  they  are  doubtful  about  be  inspected. 

Food  found  to  be  unfit  is  voluntary  surrendered  and  a certifi- 
cate issued  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector,  which  often  enables 
the  retailer  to  gain  credit  or  replacement  for  the  unsound  food. 

The  following  is  a list  of  food  condemned  : 

Other  Foods  Condemned 


Canned  Fish 1 lb. 

Canned  Fruit  ...  ...  39  lbs. 

Canned  Vegetables 127  lbs. 

Canned  Milk 11  lbs. 

Canned  Meat ...  ...  116  ibs. 

Canned  Soup  16  lbs. 

Canned  Puddings 69  lbs. 

Bacon 55  lbs. 

Imported  Kidneys 10  lbs. 

Chocolate  Easter  Eggs 5 lbs. 

Frozen  Foods  32  lbs. 

Boiled  Ham 3 lbs. 

Black  Puddings 20  lbs. 

Savoury  Crisps 4 lbs. 

Bottled  Pickles 313  lbs. 

TOTAL  WEIGHT  CONDEMNED 7 cwts.  1 qr.  9 lbs. 


Food  Complaints 

During  1969  eight  complaints  were  received  from  members  of 
the  public  concerning  unsound  food.  Three  related  to  mouldy  food, 
four  to  foreign  matter  in  food  and  one  to  a dirty  milk  bottle. 

Three  cases  of  foreign  matter  were  found  in  milk,  one  bottle 
contained  pieces  of  glass,  another  had  a leaf,  and  the  third  bottle 
contained  numerous  stones.  The  other  complaint  of  foreign  matter 
in  food  was  an  apple  pie  with  machine  oil  stains. 

Two  complaints  of  mouldy  meat  pies  were  received  and  one 
of  an  unsound  chicken.  The  eighth  complaint  concerned  a dirty 
milk  bottle.  Each  complaint  was  fully  investigated,  representatives 
of  the  manufacturers  concerned  interviewed,  and  every  attempt 
was  made  to  find  the  cause  so  as  to  prevent  a similar  occurrence.  In 
seven  cases,  following  consideration  of  the  facts,  the  Council  re- 
solved to  send  warning  letters,  but  in  the  eighth  case,  that  con- 
cerning stones  in  a bottle  of  milk,  the  Council  instituted  proceed- 
ings. the  firm  concerned  pleaded  guilty  and  were  fined  £25. 

In  retail  shops  a high  standard  of  food  handling  is  main- 
tained, but  every  care  must  be  taken  when  dealing  with  perishable 
foods.  It  is  most  important  that  management  ensure  that  proper 
sock  rotation  is  practised  and  where  systems  of  coding  for  such 
perishable  foods  as  wrapped  meat  pies,  sausages,  etc.,  has  not  yet 
been  introduced,  it  should  be  commenced  without  delay. 

Rodent  and  Pest  Control 

The  Council  employ  jointly  with  Aled  and  St.  Asaph  Councils  a 
Rodent  Operator,  who  is  employed  for  the  treatment  of  rodents  and 
fi  ber  pests  in  the  three  districts. 

From  May,  1969,  a monthly  record  was  kept  of  the  reports 
received  of  rodents  and  other  pests.  During  the  eight  month  period 


115  complaints  were  received  of  rat  infestations: 

No.  of  complaints  from  private  houses  69 

No.  of  complaints  from  camps ...  ...  17 

No.  of  complaints  from  retail  shops  9 

No.  of  complaints  from  farms 5 

No.  of  complaints  from  other  business  premises  15 


Other  requests  for  treatment  were  received  from  twelve  pre- 
mises for  mice  infestations,  three  for  ants,  fifteen  for  wasps’  nests 
and  twelve  requests  to  treat  or  for  advice  to  control  other  pests 
including  flies,  red  spiders,  hedgehogs,  moles,  pigeons  and 
cockroaches. 

Whilst  a small  charge  is  made  to  business  premises  for  treat- 
ment, all  private  houses  are  treated  free  of  charge.  The  district 
is  relatively  free  from  rats  despite  the  nature  of  the  area,  with 
numerous  camps,  ditches,  inadequate  drainage  and  agricultural 
land.  Rut  this  situation  will  only  remain  so  long  as  members  of 


the  public  immediately  report  any  sign  of  rodent  activity  to  the 
Health  Department. 

There  is  no  evidence  of  “ Warfarin  resistance  " rats  in  the 
district. 


The  surprise  increase  in  the  number  of  bed-bug  infested  cara- 
vans found  in  1968  was  maintained  during  the  1969  season.  Eight 
complaints  were  received  of  insects  in  caravans  and  it  was  con- 
firmed that  six  of  these  vans  were  infested  by  bed-bugs. 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  I have  to  refer  to  the  death  of 
Rodent  Operator,  Mr.  R.  S.  Jones,  which  occurred  following  a road 
accident  whilst  on  duty  at  St.  Asaph  on  the  8th  January,  1970. 
Mr.  Jones  had  served  this  Council  for  fourteen  years  and  it  is  due 
to  his  diligence  that  rodent  activitiy  has  been  kept  under  control. 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 


Collection  : 

The  Department  continued  to  aim  to  give  a weekly  “ back 
door  to  back  door  ” service  for  the  collection  of  refuse.  Unfortun- 
ately it  was  not  possible  to  maintain  this  frequency,  particularly 
at  times  during  the  summer  and  during  January  and  February. 
For  the  first  eight  weeks  of  the  year  the  refuse  collection  staff  was 
depleted  by  over  50  per  cent,  on  some  days  due  to  illness.  On 
occasions  it  was  not  even  possible  to  send  out  two  under-manned 
teams.  In  the  season  considerable  difficulty  was  experienced  in 
maintaining  the  service,  particularly  following  Bank  Holidays,  the 
Investiture  Day  and  during  September,  when  we  were  plagued  by 
vehicle  breakdowns. 

The  amount  of  refuse  produced  by  camps  continued  to  in- 
crease. At  the  end  of  the  season  consideration  was  given  to  alter- 
native methods  of  dealing  with  refuse  from  camps.  It  was  thought 
that  a container  system  may  be  the  answer  and  in  November  a 
firm  demonstrated  their  freight  loader  together  with  10  cu.  yd. 
container.  However,  after  trials  it  was  found  that  one  vehicle  could 
not  cope  with  the  camps  and  there  was  also  the  high  cost  of  the 
containers.  It  was  then  decided  to  consider  the  purchase  of  a large 
compaction  type  refuse  vehicle. 

Seventeen  men  are  employed  on  the  collection  of  refuse.  The 
vehicles  used  consist  of  a Shelvoke  & Drewry  35  cu.  yd.  Pakamatic, 
two  Dennis  Paxit  II.  18/24  cu.  yd.  vehicles  and  a Karrier  Bantom. 
Disposal : 

Unfortunately  it  has  been  necessary  to  continue  disposing  of 
refuse  at  the  foreshore  site  near  Beach  House,  Llanddulas.  How- 
ver,  the  extensive  preparation  work  required  at  the  new  disposal 
site  at  Gofer,  Rhuddjan  Road,  is  nearing  completion  and  tipping 
should  commence  prior  to  the  1970  summer  season. 


For  the  construction  of  the  embankment  around  the  perimeter 
of  the  site  11,000  cubic  yards  of  earth  have  been  used.  It  is  most 
fortunate  that  this  preparatory  work  ran  concurrently  with  the 
Ffynnon-y-Ddol  scheme,  thus  assuring  that  an  adequate  supply  of 
earth  was  available  close  at  hand. 

To  further  comply  with  requirements  it  has  been  necessary  to 
erect  half  a mile  of  six  foot  fencing  on  top  of  the  embankment. 

The  nature  of  refuse  continues  to  become  lighter  but  the 
volume  is  ever-increasing.  This  fact,  together  with  the  loss  of  land 
to  form  the  embankment,  has  resulted  in  the  life  expectancy  of 
the  initial  Gofer  Site  being  at  least  halved  from  the  original  life 
expectancy  in  1964. 

Factories 

The  Statutory  return  made  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  the  Factories  Act,  1961,  is  included  at  the  end  of  this  report. 

Atmospheric  Pollution 

Close  contact  is  maintained  with  the  H.M.  Alkali  Inspector 
regarding  an  industrial  undertaking  in  the  area,  part  of  which  is 
controlled  by  the  Alkali  Acts. 

Scrap  Metal  Dealers  Act,  1964 

Three  applications  were  received  for  renewal  of  registration 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Scrap  Metal  Dealers  Act,  1964. 

There  are  now  four  dealers  registered  in  the  area. 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act, 1963 

There  are  two  licensed  establishments  with  total  accommoda- 
tion for  thirteen  dogs. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

One  shop  premises  is  licensed  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act 
for  the  keeping  and  sale  of  Pet  Animals. 

Civic  Amenities  Act,  1967 

This  legislation  placed  a duty  on  local  authorities  to  deal  with 
abandoned  motor  vehicles  in  their  area.  So  far  some  50  cases  of 
apparently  abandoned  vehicles  have  been  investigated.  Wherever 
possible  the  owner  is  traced  and  informed  of  the  offence  and  possible 
penalties  of  abandoning  a vehicle.  In  most  cases  it  has  been  pos- 
sible to  secure  the  removal  of  the  vehicle  by  this  informal  action, 
but  in  9 cases  the  Council  had  to  take  the  statutory  procedure 
to  remove  the  vehicle. 

Any  person  found  guilty  of  abandoning  a motor  vehicle  is 
upon  summary  conviction  liable  to  a fine  of  not  exceeding  £100. 


Factories  Act,  1961 

Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  respect  of  the  Year  1969  for  the 
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PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 
OUTWORK  (Sections  133  and  134) 

Three  persons  were  on  the  Register  of  Outworkers. 


WILLIAMS  (PRINTERS)  ABERGELE 


